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not such as they were at the first, but still do change and vary, making some
fools, others vain and fantastical, and others extremely cruel and unnatural.
But whether that alteration of nature came by changing his state and condi-
tion, or that it was otherwise a violent breaking out of hidden malice, which
then came to show itself, when the way of liberty was laid open; this mat-
ter is to be decided in some other treatise. So it came to pass, that Sulla fell
to shedding of blood and filled all Rome with infinite and unspeakable mur-
ders ; for divers were killed for private quarrels, that had nothing- to do with
Sulla at any time, who suffered his friends and those about him to work thei?
wicked wills.
But the most wicked and unjust act of all was that, he deprived the sons,
and son's sons of them whom he had killed, of all credit and good name, and
besides that had taken all their goods as confiscate. And this was not only
done in Rome, but also in all the cities of Italy throughout; and there was
no temple of any god whatsoever, no altar in anybody's house, no liberty of
hospital, nor father's house, that was not imbrued with blood and horrible
murder. For the husbands were slain in their wives' arms, and the children
on their mothers' laps: and yet they which were slain for private hatred and
malice, were nothing in respect of those that were murdered only for their
goods. And they that killed them might well say, his goodly great house made
that man die, his goodly fair garden the other; and his hot baths another.
But besides so many murders committed, yet were there other things also
that grieved the people marvellously. For he proclaimed himself dictator,
which ofl&ce had not been of six score years before in use, and made the
senate discharge him of all that was past, giving him free liberty afterwards
to kill whom he would, and to confiscate their goods; to destroy cities, and
to build up new as he listed; to take away kingdoms, and to give them where
he thought good. And furthermore, he openly sold the goods confiscate,
by the crier, sitting so proudly and stately in his chair of state, that it grieved
the people more to see those goods packed up by them, to whom he gave and
disposed them, than to see them taken from those that had forfeited them.
For sometimes he would give a whole country, or the whole revenues of
certain cities, unto women for their beauty, or imto pleasant jesters, minstrels,
or wicked slaves made free; and unto some, he would give other men's
wives by force, and make them to be married against'their wills.c
The people crouched beneath the brandished sword of the conqueror,
and the acclamations of the nobles, who relied upon his stern resolution to
crush the insolence of the tribunes and repel the advance of democracy.
Even the narrow limit of six months which the law had been wont to as-
sign to the duration of this extraordinary despotism was now disregarded.
Sulla was required to reform and reconstitute the commonwealth; he
was allowed to determine for himself the period so arduous an enterprise
would demand, nor less the principles and the means he should think fit to
adopt. The Romans solemnly divested themselves of all their political
rights, so long as the great reformer should deem it expedient to exercise
autocratic control over them. To Sulla they committed without limit or
question the power of life and death over citizens and subjects, of amercing
nis enemies and rewarding his friends, of building cities or destroying them,
of giving away kingdoms or incorporating them in the empire. In order
perhaps to mark more conspicuously the pre-eminence of this sovereign power
above the legitimate dictatorship of ancient times, Sulla required that the
consulship should coexist with it in a state of degrading subordination. He
allowed the centuriate assembly to elect M. Tullius Decula and Cneius